foremost place in this festival which lasts for twelve days.
The Nandiseva on Mahasivaratri day, the Radhotsava on
the next day followed by Kalyanotsava are special
attractions. An interesting feature of the Kalyanotsava here
is that several hundreds of couples choose this occasion for
their wedlock to the accompaniment of music and vedic
mantras dedicated to the Lord. Giripradakshina covering
a distance of about fourteen miles twice a year is also a
speciality.
As this place is very close to Tirupathi and is itself a
very important kshetra favoured by Iswara, thousands of
pilgrims visit it throughout the year.
Even though engaged in various trades and
professions like agriculture, weaving, manufacturing of
bell-metal vessels, beads, combs, and Kalamkari, the
inhabitants of this place prosper by the grace of Sri
Kalahasteeswara.
A visit to this place is a must for the spiritual aspirants.
Srimad Dakshina Kailasa sikharam samasritah I
Yatradese pravartantae sadhavo dwija sattamah I
tatratya praninam muktih kimutatra nivasinam I I
[ SIVA RAHASYA KHANDAM]
STHALA PURANA
Sage Veda Vyasa, son of Sage Parasara, got
enlightenment at a very early age, studied the labyrinth of
Vedas and codified them. In order to enable lay people to
grasp the various injunctions of the four vedas he had
written Mahabharatha weaving the Vedic truths into a great
epic. Inspite of his erudition and vast general knowledge
he had no peace of mind. Unable to comprehend the reason
for his sadness, he spent several days in passive
contemplation.
To his good fortune Sage Narada visited him and after
exchanging due courtesies enquired why a great sage like